R.A.M.S. Dinnertime Dilemmas

Dinnertime Dilemmas are scenarios used by some schools to encourage family discussion to promote the understanding and generalization of school-wide behavior expectations.  Dinnertime Dilemmas are designed to be sent home once a month with students.  During the month families are asked to discuss the dilemma.  It is hoped that families will talk about the dilemma, how the behavior expectation targeted relates to the situation or dilemma presented and how the behavior expectation can apply in all aspects of the child’s life (not just school). 
R.A.M.S. Behavior Expectation of the Month: R for Respect
Respect is treating yourself and others with courtesy and consideration.
Week 1

Situation: Sam’s aunt is always mean and rude to him. He wants to talk back, but his parents say he needs to show respect.
Dilemma: On one hand Sam does not believe he should show respect to someone who is not nice to him. On the other hand Sam is told to show respect to family members.
Discussion: What advice do you have for Sam?  What do you think Sam should do to be respectful in this situation?
Week 2

Situation: Sue and her friends were standing in the hallway when another student walks by crying.  Sue’s friends roll their eyes and laugh.
Dilemma: On one hand it’s okay for Sue to be with her friends when they are laughing. On the other hand Sue knows she should show respect for other people and treat them as she would want to be treated.
Discussion: What advice do you have for Sue?  What do you think Sue should do to be respectful in this situation?
Week 3

Situation: Sam and his best friend are writing a play to be performed by their club. They disagree about how to write the ending of the story.
Dilemma: On one hand Sam thinks his ending is better than his friend’s. On the other hand Sam wants to cooperate with his friend and show respect for his ideas.
Discussion: What advice do you have for Sam and his friend?  What do you think Sam should do to be respectful in this situation?
Week 4

Situation: Sue overheard her friends spreading an untrue rumor about another girl in her class.

Dilemma: On one hand Sue thinks it would be responsible for her to inform someone when others are saying untrue or hurtful things. On the other hand a respectful person does not spread rumors and should tell people who do that it is wrong.

Discussion: What advice do you have for Sue?  What do you think Sue should do to be respectful in this situation?
