
 
 

 
 

Bd. Of Ed. Meeting 
Work Session 

Tuesday, May 13 
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Thursday 
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From the Office of Emil J. Suarez, Superintendent of Schools                               May 2008 

Visit our district website at  www.rockboro.org 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for supporting our efforts in providing 
quality educational programs and experiences to our students.  Passing the budget demonstrates 
the value parents and community place on education.  Through your support our district will 
continue to challenge students and promote academic success. 
Our teachers, support staff and administrators are committed to encouraging students to put forth 
their best effort while holding them to high standards that enhance achievement.  As partners in 
education, we provide children with the foundation for success. 
Over the past several weeks students in grades three through eight have taken the New Jersey 
Assessment of Skills and Knowledge.  NJASK is the state assessment of student achievement in 
language arts, math and science to meet the requirements of the No Child Left Behind federal 
law. 
The test was administered to students over the course of four or five days with each day of test-
ing lasting approximately 1 ½ to 2 ½ hours each.  The assessments are rigorous, demanding and 
aligned with the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards.   
We have been informed by the Department of Education that the assessment results should ar-
rive in the district during the month of August.  You will receive your child’s assessment results 
in the mail shortly after the district receives them.  Test results will also be reported to the board 
of education at a public meeting in September 2008. 
If you have any questions regarding the assessment or the results please contact me.        
 

Sincerely, 
 

Emil J. Suarez 

Medibotics Program 

Students in seventh and eighth grade science classes will be participating in a program coordi-
nated by the New Jersey Institute of Technology called Medibotics.  Ms. Glenn and Ms. Royer 
will be attending two weeks of training during the summer at NJIT to prepare for participation 
in the project. 
The project uses IT resources by focusing on solutions to real-world biomedical engineering 
problems by (1) developing curriculum units and modules that are aligned with the New Jersey 
Core Curriculum Content Standards (NJCCCS) and other national standards such as the Interna-
tional Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) and (2) training teachers how to use these 
educational materials in their schools; and (3) having NJIT graduate students work with the 
teachers in their schools as they introduce the Medibotics materials to students. 
The goal of the program is to integrate the topics of medicine, robotics and information technol-
ogy (IT) into current seventh and eighth grade curricula. The activities for Medibotics utilize the 
software programming and design of robots from kits made by LEGO® NXT Mindstorms for 
Schools.  The project is based upon work supported by a grant from the National Science Foun-
dation. 
Ms. Glenn, Ms. Royer and school administration look forward to participating in this program 
with NJIT and believe it is an outstanding learning opportunity for our students. 
Some of the above information was reprinted from www.njit.edu 



Would you like to receive 
this monthly newsletter via 

email each month?  Just 
send an email to 

schoolalert@rockboro.org 
and we will add you to 

SCHOOL ALERT email list. 

 

Additional Grade 2 Class for 2008/2009 

Calendar Change 
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The Rockaway Borough School District has, 
for the past several years, made a commitment 
to keeping class size in first grade as small as 
possible by providing four classroom teachers.  
All other grade levels have three classrooms/
sections.   
Included in the 2008-2009 school year budget 
was an additional teacher for the purpose of 
creating a fourth second grade class.  With ap-
proximately 85 students entering second grade 
in September the fourth class was needed to 
keep class size at approximately 21 students per 
class. 
To create space for the additional second grade 
class the board of education will be placing a 

modular classroom on the playground area 
behind the Lincoln School and moving the 
library into the modular unit.  The current 
Lincoln School Library will become the new 
second grade classroom. 
The board of education will be awarding the 
bid for the lease of the modular unit at the 
May board meeting and anticipates comple-
tion of the project prior to the opening of the 
2008-2009 school year.   It is also our expec-
tation that this project will be completed with 
minimal disruption in our operations. 
Thank you for your anticipated support and 
cooperation in meeting the needs of our stu-
dents.   If you are interested in 

becoming a morning or 
lunch time play-

ground/cafeteria aide 
for the 2008/2009 

school year please call 
Vicki at 973-625-8601 

for further details. 

Board of Education Meeting Highlights ~ March/April 

♦ Accepted three non-resident Pre-School Disabled tuition students at an annual tuition rate of 
$9391.00 

♦ Approved Monica Koerner as the interim teacher for third grade. 
♦ Approved Policy # 4123 “Probationary Period”. 
♦ Accepted a donation of President Abraham Lincoln prints from Mr. and Mrs. Giouvanos. 
♦ Russ Perry was elected President and Jim Hurley Vice-President. 
♦ New board member Paul Oster and returning member Eileen Haynes (new 3 year term) 

were sworn in.  
♦ Board approved the hiring of a full time behaviorist to replace contracted services.  This will 

reduce costs. 
♦ Board gave the Superintendent the go ahead to investigate creating a 3rd section of Pre-

school for 2008-2009. 
♦ Board established a Shared Services Committee to investigate what types of services might 

be shared with other districts or the town. 
♦ Board approved a licensing agreement with the Assembly of God Church for the purpose of 

parking lot use for 10 years. 
♦ Approved contract renewals for staff members for the 2008-2009 school year. 
♦ Accepted the resignation for the purpose of retirement of Pat Allen Playground aide. 
♦ Approved the last day of school, Thursday, June 19 and approved it as a 1:00 pm dismissal. 
♦ 8th grade graduation will be held on Thursday, June 19 at Morris Hills High School begin-

ning at 7:30 pm. 

With November 2008 being a presidential election year the board of education decided that 
closing school for Election Day was warranted.  After careful consideration the board felt that 
school being open only on Monday, November 3 and Wednesday, November 5 and then closed 
on November 4, for Election Day and November 6 and 7 for Teacher’s Convention did not 
make for the most productive educational week. 
Therefore the board of education decided that it was educationally sound to close school for the 
entire week using Monday and Tuesday as in-service days for the staff.   
These two in-service days in November will replace the traditional in-service days previously 
scheduled for the Wednesday before school opens for students and the October 13 (Columbus 
Day) inservice.  Therefore, these calendar changes mean that students will begin school one day 
earlier on Wednesday,  September 3rd and, attend school on Columbus Day, October 13th. 


