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From the Office of Emil J. Suarez, Superintendent of Schools
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Important
Dates

Day Light Savings Time
Sunday, March 9

Bd. Of Ed. Meeting
Tuesday, March 11
7:30 p.m.
Thomas Jefferson Library

Kindergarten Registration
March 13 & 14, 2008

1:00 PM DISMISSAL
Thursday
March 20, 2008

SCHOOL CLOSED
Friday
March 21, 2008

Bd. Of Ed. Meeting
Public Hearing on School Budget
Tuesday, March 25
7:30 p.m.
Thomas Jefferson Cafeteria

Visit our district website at www.rockboro.org

on the Rockaway Borough Public Schools

March 2008

Dear Parent/Guardian:

Over the next several months students in grades 3 through 8 will be taking the New Jersey
Assessment of Skills and Knowledge (NJASK). The NJASK is used by the State of New
Jersey and the district to measure student achievement of the skills and knowledge included
in the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards in Language Arts, Math and Science.
The test is administered to students over a 3 to 5 day period depending on grade level. The
test consists of two types of questions, open ended (students provide answers in written form)
and multiple choice (students choose one answer from a choice of four).
Student achievement on the NJASK is important to the student, the district and the state. Our
teachers have been working hard all school year to prepare the students for these tests. Our
curriculum is aligned with the State standards and our teachers provide classroom instruction
and test taking strategies that will enhance student success.
As parents you can help prepare your children for the upcoming tests by doing the following:

* Ensure that your child is rested and eats breakfast.

* Ensure that your child arrives at school on time and is relaxed.

* Encourage your child to do the best work possible.

* Do not send your child to school if he/she is ill.

* Do not remove your child from school on test days for appointments.
Some students may experience a degree of test anxiety. A certain amount of anxiety is nor-
mal and can actually assist the students in working efficiently and remaining focused during
the testing. You can assist your child with test anxiety using the following strategies:

* Discuss the test openly and in a positive way.

* Have realistic expectations of your child's performance while encouraging his/her best

efforts.

* Emphasize that the test is only one measure of academic performance.

» Emphasize that test scores do not determine a person's worth.
Parents are an important part of student success. Your focus on encouraging your child(ren)
to do their best on the NJASK assessments is an important factor in enhancing student
achievement.

Sincerely,

Board of Education Meeting Highlights ~ February

Approved an annual tuition rate of $1500.00 for the district Pre-School program.

Approved Frances Spillman and Heather Baldwin as musical accompanists’ for Thomas Jeffer-
son School play.

Approved Networks and More Inc. as the district e-mail provider.
Approved Policy #4123 “Probationary Period” for first reading.
Approved the 2008-2009 school district calendar.

Approved Rich Stepanian as the Boy’s Basketball coach

Approved Sevalija Fazlic as the evening custodian at Thomas Jefferson
School.

Approved a maternity/medical leave for Lori Henry beginning May 5, 2008.




SPRING
FORWARD!

Don't forget to
change your clocks
and change your
batteries.
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Modular Classroom Plans

The Rockaway Borough School District has,
for the past several years, made a commitment
to keeping class size in first grade as small as
possible by providing four classroom teachers.
All other grade levels have three classrooms/
sections.

Enrollment as of February 2008 in our Kinder-
garten class is seventy (70) students. The dis-
trict anticipates an additional enrollment of six
(6) to twelve (12) students during the summer
of 2008 bringing the total number of enrolled
first grade students to approximately 75 to 82
students.

Enrollment as of February 2008 in our first
grade class is 84 students. These students are
currently divided into 4 classrooms with an
average class size of approximately 21 students
each. Since second grade students are currently
placed in three classes, our 2008-2009 second
grade class size would increase to approxi-
mately twenty-eight.

With the high enrollment in both our first and
second grade classes for the 2008-2009 school
year, the Board of Education will need to take

action to keep class size small. The board of
education has included a modular classroom
in the district budget for the 2008-2009
school year for the purpose of adding another
second grade classroom. Adding a fourth
classroom in second grade will allow the
district to keep class size at approximately 21
students per class.

The plan for the addition of the temporary
space is being submitted to the Department
of Education for approval. If approved by
the DOE, the district will place a modular
unit at the Lincoln Elementary School for the
purpose of moving the school library into the
space. The current library space in the Lin-
coln School building will then be utilized for
the proposed additional second grade class-
room.

The Board of Education anticipates final ap-
proval of the implementation plan before the
end of the school year and expects to have
the modular unit in place for the opening of
school in September 2008.

Kindergarten Registration

Students that attain the age of five on or before October 1, 2008 are eligible for entrance into
Kindergarten beginning September 2008. Registration for eligible children will be held on
March 13 and March 14 in the Lincoln School cafeteria from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and 1:30
p-m. to 3:00 p.m. Children should not accompany parents to this registration.
It is important for parents to register their children on these dates in order to provide us with
vital information in planning the 2008/ 2009 kindergarten classes.
To officially register a child for kindergarten, a parent must submit the following:

Child’s original birth certificate along with a photocopy.

Proof of residency
Health records including immunizations

For more detailed information regarding the registration process including proof of residency
documents and required Immunizations please visit our website at www.rockboro.org.
Sometime after kindergarten registration your child will be invited to attend a kindergarten visi-

tation program held at the Lincoln School.

If you know someone residing in Rockaway Borough with a child eligible for kindergarten,

please feel free to share this information with them.

PreK Program

Through a grant from the State Department of Education the district began a Pre-K program in
September 2007. We have been providing instruction for 27 three and four year olds ever since.
Our preschool program is dedicated to the success of our students, guiding them as early learn-
ers to create and contribute to their learning experience. The program follows

® one of the curriculums recommended by the New Jersey Department

of Education. This curriculum emphasizes the importance of the well-planned learning centers
that allow for child choice, self-directed play and supportive teaching. Learning centers provide
meaningful experiences for the development of language, literacy, mathematical reasoning and
scientific thought.

Our preschool is staffed by a certified teacher and two instructional aides. In addition a speech
therapist, occupational therapist, physical therapist and ABA instructor work with students as
needed. Preschoolers also receive special area subjects such as Physical Education, Art, Music
and Library provided by certified special area teachers.




