
 
Take A Vet To School Day 

Monday, November 5 
9:30 a.m. 

Thomas Jefferson Library 
 

Parent To Parent 
Tuesday, November 6 

7:00 p.m. 
Thomas Jefferson Library 

 
November 8 & 9 
SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
Bd. Of Ed. Meeting 

Tuesday, November 13 
7:30 p.m. 

Thomas Jefferson School Library 
 

Parent Teacher Conferences 
November 16, 19 & 20 
1:00 P.M. DISMISSAL 

 
Bd. Of Ed. Meeting 

Tuesday, November 20 
7:30 p.m. 

Thomas Jefferson Cafeteria 
 

November 21 
1:00 P.M. DISMISSAL 

 
Thanksgiving 

Thursday, November 22 
SCHOOL CLOSED 

Friday, November 23 
SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Office of Emil J. Suarez, Superintendent of Schools                       November 2007 

Visit our district website at  www.rockboro.org 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 
The school year is in full swing and the end of the first marking period has ar-
rived.  During the upcoming Parent/Teacher conferences you will have the op-
portunity to discuss your child’s progress.  Conferences will provide you with 
important information regarding you son or daughter.  
Preparing and planning for your conference with your child’s teacher is essen-
tial since conference time is limited and there will be much you will want to 
discuss.  The better prepared you are for the conferences the more meaningful 
they will be.  Therefore, in preparing for your conferences you should consider the following: 

♦ Ask your child how things are going at school. 
♦ Write down your questions. 
♦ Stick to talking about your child. 
♦ Establish a rapport with the teacher. 
♦ Try not to get defensive. 
♦ Take a notepad and pen. 
♦ Leave with an action plan….find out the best way to help your child.  

The questions you ask the teacher will assist you in getting valuable feedback about your child’s aca-
demic, social and behavioral progress.  Some questions you may want to ask the teacher are: 

♦ Is my child’s development on track for his/her age? 
♦ Is there anything I can do at home to reinforce what you are doing in the classroom? 
♦ What are my child’s strengths and weaknesses? 
♦ What can I do to help strengthen my child’s weaknesses? 
♦ What is my child like in class? 
♦ How does my child interact with other children? 
♦ Is there anything I can share with you about my child that might be helpful to you? 

Applying these simple guidelines will help in making your teacher conference a success.  Teachers are 
always willing to discuss the progress of your child in an open and honest manner.  Communication 
and cooperation between home and school is the cornerstone of student success. 
As always, your suggestions, ideas and input for the betterment of our schools is welcomed.  Please 
feel free to contact me at 973-625-8601. 
Sincerely, 
Emil J. Suarez 

Lincoln School in partnership with Temple Shalom in Randolph is offering a reading program called 
“Temple Shalom Reads” to students in Kindergarten through third grade.  The program provides adult 
reading mentors to students who benefit from one-on-one reading assistance.  High level readers that 
benefit from assistance in reading challenging material are also part of this program. 
The program, piloted in May and June 2007, was such a huge success that the school and the Temple 
have decided to continue the program during the 2007-2008 school year.  The program includes 25 
adult mentors providing approximately 50 students with individual attention and challenge.  The men-
tors are guided by the classroom teachers and work with materials provided and/or approved by the 
school. 
Students sit with their mentor for 20 to 30 minutes once per week and focus on improving reading 
skills and developing an enjoyment of reading.  The mentors from Temple Shalom include people from 
all walks of life including former teachers, principals, speech therapists, engineers and other business 
professionals.  The Temple Shalom program coordinator, Dina Chontel, is a former Assistant Superin-
tendent for Curriculum and Instruction.  

Temple Shalom Reads 



The Morris Hills Regional Board of Education 
has contracted with Dr. Harry Stein to complete 
a Building Capacity Study.  The purpose of this 
study is to determine whether Morris Hills and 
Morris Knolls High Schools have the student 
capacity (space) to accommodate a change in 
configuration to place all Rockaway Township 
students in the same high school. 
The Regional Board of Education has complete 
jurisdiction over which sending districts attend 
each high school.  In order for all Rockaway 
Township students to be housed in the same 
high school, one of the other towns would have 
to be moved.  This could mean that the Morris 
Hills Board of education could decide to send 
Rockaway Borough or Wharton students to 
Morris Knolls instead of Morris Hills. 
Dr Stein will be visiting our district on    

November 14th to gather information and 

discuss the study with various stakeholders 

in our district.  Parents and community 

members are invited to meet with Dr. Stein 

on November 14, at 1:30 pm.  The forum is 
open to any interested persons and will be held 
in the Thomas Jefferson Middle School Gym.  
Please call the school office if you would like 
to attend this meeting. 
If you would like more information on the 
Building Capacity Study and the possible re-
configuration of the Morris Hills Regional Dis-
trict attendance areas, please contact the Morris 
Hills Board of Education or attend their meet-
ing being held on November 19 in the Board 
Conference room at Morris Knolls High 
School.  The Board of Education meeting be-
gins at 7:45 p.m..   

MHHS Building Capacity Study 

Board of Education Meeting Highlights ~ October 

Being a parent is one 
difficult job and raising 
children in today’s society 
is a tough task indeed.  
As parents we want the 
best for our children and 
there are many “right 
ways” to be a parent.  
There are times when a 
little assistance and 
support would go a long 
way.  Through the 
sponsorship of the 
Rockaway Borough 
Municipal Alliance the 
district will be offering a 
program of parent 
training entitled “Parent to 
Parent”.      
The program, facilitated 
by Emil Suarez, uses a 
powerful DVD 
presentation that gets 
parents talking and 
sharing ideas about the 
difficult task of raising 
children.  Parent-To-
Parent will give you tools 
to better cope with raising 
children in today’s world 
by providing you with 
practical “hands on” ideas.     
The first of the four 
session program will be 
held on Tuesday, 
November 6 in the 
Thomas Jefferson School 
library from 7:00 to 
9:00pm.  If you would like 
to participate in the 
program or want more 
information regarding this 
program please contact 
Vicki Laib at 973-625-
8601.   

Page 2 

♦ Approved Kevin Tiebout as evening custodian at Thomas Jefferson Middle School 
♦ Approved Nick Fialcowitz as part-time Health and Physical Education teacher 
♦ Approved the district Violence and Vandalism Report 
♦ QAAR presentation by Superintendent 
♦ Accepted IDEIA Consolidated Grant money in the amount of $315,045.00 
♦ Approved the 2007-2008 School Nursing Plan 
♦ Approved the 2007-2008 district Emergency Management and 

Response Plan 
♦ Approved district transportation routes 
♦ Approved the Comprehensive Maintenance Plan 
♦ Approved hiring a ½ time Gifted and Talented teacher 
♦ Accepted with regret the resignation for the purpose of retire-

ment of Mary Byram effective July 1, 2008 
♦ Approved the district Five Year Curriculum Review Plan  

Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus (MRSA) 
Recent reports of MRSA infections in schools, 
colleges and elsewhere across the region have 
raised everyone’s level of awareness and con-
cern.  MRSA is a type of bacterium that is re-
sistant to certain antibiotics.  Staph bacteria are 
one of the most frequent causes of skin infec-
tions in the US.  Most often these infections are 
minor, but Staph can also cause serious infec-
tions.  MRSA skin infections can occur any-
where.  Some settings have factors that make it 
easier for MRSA to be transmitted.  These fac-
tors, referred to as the 5 C’s are as follows: 
Crowding, frequent skin –to-skin contact, com-
promised skin (i.e., cuts or abrasions), contami-
nated items and surfaces, and lack of cleanli-
ness.  MRSA is NOT spread through the air. 

Personal hygiene is very important in prevent-
ing and controlling MRSA infections.  Frequent 

hand washing during the day, showering after 
playing contact sports or using gym equipment 
and laundering clothes in hot water will help to 
prevent the incidents and spread of MRSA.  
Also, keep skin covered and if you or your 
child has an open wound, be sure to keep it 
covered with a bandage. 
If you think you or a family member may have 
a MRSA skin infection be sure to keep the skin 
sore covered with a bandage, don’t share cloth-
ing, towels or personal care items and seek 
medical care immediately to prevent dangerous 
complications.  
Also, please notify the school’s health office of 
any suspicious skin lesions on your child or of 
any confirmed diagnosis of MRSA in any fam-
ily member. 


